Book Review :
Behind the hypocrisy : How we lie to everyone, especially to ourselves

Hassan Boosaliki (Faculty member of the Institute of Islamic Science and Culture)

Abstract

"Behind the Hypocrisy" is the title of a book by Dan Ariel. In this book,
Ariel has tried to show by empirical evidence that “the simple rational model
of crime" cannot properly explain our deceptive behaviors. According to this
model, individuals in each situation are victimized according to rational
analysis and cost-benefit calculation. The individual measures the profits
and losses from committing the criminal act and measures it if the profits
outweigh the losses. Ariel believes that cost-benefit calculations, along with
our image of ourselves as moral people, determine the extent of our
deception. Cost-benefit calculation calls for maximum deception, but we
deceive ourselves so much that our moral image is not distorted. The factor
that causes us to keep our moral image while being deceived is
"storytelling." Storytelling helps us to justify our deception and to escape
some sort of conflict with conscience. In the present article, we have
attempted to critique the author's claims while presenting a summary of the
content of the book. Ariel's numerous experiments to prove his idea succeed
in criticizing the simple rational model, but they are not sufficient to prove
his model; However, some of his sub-claims have been well supported by
these experiments.

Keywords: Book Review, Behind the Hypocrisy, Dan Ariel, Deception,
Lies.
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“the honest truth about dishonesty: how we lie to everyone, especially ourselves”
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