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Abstract

The tourism industry, beyond its role as a significant contributor to national
budgets, serves as a potent instrument for soft power, profoundly impacting
the dissemination of cultures and values. Within this industry, religious
tourism holds particular importance in Iran, capitalizing on the rich Iranian-
Islamic cultural heritage, historical and religious sites, and the annual influx
of countless tourists. The distinctive conditions of religious tourism in Iran
necessitate ethical considerations, given the prevailing requirements and
specific circumstances of certain tourists. Ethical challenges in this domain
emerge, considering the substantial impacts of religious tourism across
various dimensions and the impracticality of suspending tourism due to
associated drawbacks. Therefore, a thorough examination of ethical
challenges related to religious tourism is crucial, encompassing tourists,
guides, and implementers, along with the proposal of viable solutions.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this research delves into
various ethical challenges in Iranian religious tourism, such as those linked
to destination customs, dress code regulations, pilgrims' rights, and more.
Ultimately, solutions are presented, including fostering an understanding of
the destination culture and tourists, adopting a guiding attitude, and other
measures to effectively address these ethical concerns.
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