Exemplars and Successful Spiritual Figures in Spiritual Service
(The Pedagogical Dimensions of Ayatollah Ali Safaei)
Hossein Diba®

Abstract

According to religious teachings and empirical findings, modeling is one of
the most effective educational methods. Religious scholars throughout
history have sought to appear as successful spiritual models for humans
based on Islamic recommendations. One of the most successful of these
figures has been Avyatollah Safaei. This article attempts to qualitatively
explore various aspects of this modeling in Ayatollah Safaei in cognitive,
emotional, and behavioral dimensions by referring to his written works,
speeches, and memories of his companions. Ayatollah Safaei, in the
cognitive modeling aspect, after identifying personal talents and needs
through experiential discoveries, sought answers to questions from the
Quran and narrations while keeping an open mind to new ideas. By using
life lessons, he conveyed the method of contemplation through action and
workshops to his audience instead of imposing thoughts. Additionally, in
emotional and behavioral dimensions, Ayatollah, due to his consistent
theoretical and practical personality and empathy, was able to achieve great
success in educating individuals. By embracing numerous challenges in his
life without creating a victim mentality, he appeared as a successful spiritual
model during his limited lifetime.

Keywords
Master Ali Safai, model, spirituality, spiritual model, education, religious
education.
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