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Abstract

Spirituality and religious guidance are essential duties of clergies. In addition to
elucidating Islamic thoughts, this duty also involves addressing religious and
spiritual doubts and guiding the minds of young individuals towards sublime ideas.
Among these, the thoughts of Joel Austin exemplify such doubts in the cultural
sphere of Iran. The question raised in this article is what cognitive requirements
exist in promoting spirituality with an emphasis on Joel Austin's ideas? In
confronting Austin's approach, known as "Motivational and Positive Theology,” a
focus can be placed on the cognitive aspect and utilize an analytical-critical method.
Therefore, the aim of the article is to analyze two modes of action by clerics. Firstly,
in cognitive-reactive action, "confronting incomplete interpretations of religious-
spiritual goals" and "opposing the reduction of major goals to minor issues" are
more important, as Austin distorts religious teachings based on contemporary
values. Secondly, in cognitive-imperative action, “conveying divine goals" and
"conveying theoretical-divine foundations" are significant; because on one hand, the
ultimate goal is human happiness and rectification of life matters through divine
closeness, and on the other hand, neglecting theoretical-divine foundations leads to
various challenges. In fact, for Austin, theology serves as an excuse to justify all-
encompassing efforts for worldly success. However, this perspective not only ends
in distorting divine goals but also disregards the foundations of divine theology.

Keywords
Modern spirituality, success, motivational preaching, reactive action, imperative
action.
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