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Abstract

This study aims to conceptualize and explain the structure of sincerity
in university students. Adopting a developmental qualitative approach,
the research utilized a case-structured ontology method. Participants
included nine students from Shiraz University, selected through
purposive sampling to represent varying levels of sincerity-related
traits. Data were gathered through in-depth interviews and analyzed
using directed content analysis to identify, describe, and categorize the
indicators of sincerity. SPSS-27 was used for data description, and
Social Network Visualizer (SocNetV) software was employed for
network analysis. Findings revealed that the construct of sincerity
comprises fourteen distinct indicators. Validity and reliability
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assessments confirmed that both the overall construct and its
components are consistent and trustworthy. Network analysis showed
that the traits of humility (avoiding self-display), faithfulness, and
integrity were the most central and visible elements in the flow of
information within the sincerity structure. The results suggest that
conscience, moral commitment, and genuineness are the most
influential components that activate and drive the sincerity network.
Additionally, the traits of trustworthiness and benevolence emerged as
key mediators connecting various sincerity indicators. These findings
offer practical implications for character education: by cultivating
virtues such as trustworthiness and benevolence, and promoting core
moral values, it is possible to enhance and accelerate the development
of sincerity among students.
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