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St Applied Ethics Studies/ 3 / Summer 2023

A Qualitative Approach to the Roots of The Impacts of Female Preachers’
Activities on Fulfilling Their Family Roles and Presenting Solutions
Fatemehmarzieh Hosseini Kashani®

Abstract

Female preachers are activists who strive to spread the teachings of religion
and guide girls and women in Islamic society towards direct servitude to
God and achieving paradise and divine satisfaction. The optimal
performance of these women requires that the ethics of preaching be
observed as a professional ethics. One of the identified issues in the field of
the ethical preaching of female preachers is the weakness of some female
preachers in fulfilling their family roles due to their preaching activities.
This study, focusing on these issues and considering the ethics of religious
preaching, has asked the female preacher community what they consider to
be the sources of the impacts of female preachers' activities on fulfilling their
family roles and what solutions they have to overcome these impacts. The
aim of this research is to take the first steps in setting professional ethics for
female preachers. The method of this article is qualitative and is written
using a content analysis approach. The data was obtained through interviews
and analyzed using content analysis techniques. The findings indicate that
the sources of the ethical impacts on female preachers in the family domain
arise from temporal, operational, emotional, and financial constraints that
occur due to the intersection of preaching activities and family relationships.

Keywords
Ethics of religious preaching, female preachers, preaching activities, marital
and maternal roles, family.

*Ph.D. in Sciences and Quran and Hadith, Researcher of Masoomiyah Islamic Research
Center, Qom, Iran. fama.hosseini@yahoo.com



Ethics Considerations in Confrontation of Clergy with Emerging
Spiritualities (Case Study: Paulo Coelho Movement)
Hamid Negaresh®, Ali Karshenas™

Abstract

Due to its social responsibility towards individuals in society, clergy should
act as a wandering physician seeking out the social wounded and healing
their spiritual pains. The main issue that led us to this research is the ethical
confrontation of clergy with emerging spiritualities due to the specific
characteristics of these spiritualities. Confronting these spiritualities has two
dimensions: a religious issue and a social issue. The religious issue entails
what approach should be taken by religious preachers in confronting
individuals who are attracted to these groups. The social issue pertains to the
fact that new religious and spiritual groups are not in line with the official
culture of society, often leading to conflicts that are particularly evident
within families. These conflicts and tensions sometimes escalate to the level
of government institutions, official bodies, etc., and take on a security
aspect. However, here our concept of harm is social harm, and by social
harm, we mean social disorder and disruption in social relationships. The
main question of this research is how should the ethical confrontations of
clergy with emerging spiritualities (with an emphasis on the Paulo Coelho
movement) be approached? The research method is descriptive-analytical
and based on library sources, and the findings suggest that clergy should
simultaneously employ both a positive and negative approach to confront
emerging spiritualities. The positive ethical requirements of clergy in the
face of emerging spiritualities, especially the Paulo Coelho movement,
include: creating harmony between reason and faith; enhancing knowledge
and awareness by presenting the nature of unity; tolerance; compassion and
gentle speech with the wounded and kindness and compassion with the
wounded. The negative ethical requirements of clergy in the face of
emerging spiritualities include: prohibition of action without thought and
good feeling without proper performance; avoidance of forgetfulness of the
afterlife; avoidance of unjust blame and reproach; avoidance of contention
and argumentation and avoidance of foul language and flattery.

Keywords
Clergy, Ethics, Spirituality, Emerging Spiritualities, Paulo Coelho.

*Associate Professor of Imam Sadegh Research Institute, Qom, Iran (Responsible author).
h.negaresh@isri.ac.ir
** Assistant Professor of Imam Sadegh Research Institute, Qom, Iran. a.karshenas@isri.ac.ir
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A Qualitative Approach to Spirituality and Its Role in Socially Active
Ethics of Clergy from the Perspective of Clerics
Majid Jafarian®

Abstract

In the context of religious ideologies, a cleric is defined as someone who has
the ability to bridge the sacred and social realms through spirituality. When
ethics is considered a fundamental principle in the socially active behavior of
clergy, spirituality becomes a significant indicator of this principle. Shia
clerics, as a reference group, have not been an exception to this general rule
throughout their lives. This research aims to explore the interpretations of
clerics regarding the role of spirituality in their socially active ethics in the
current society. The study employs a qualitative approach and utilizes
thematic analysis to analyze the data. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 20 active clerics in cultural, social, and administrative
domains in Isfahan city, selected through purposive sampling. The analyzed
data revealed six valuable role organization themes: professional validation,
interventionism, interactive relationship, social commitment, and ethical
flexibility, as well as three overarching themes: professional identity
consolidation, ethical performance improvement, and ethical resilience.
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Clergies and Spirituality; Epistemological Requirements in Promoting
Spirituality with an Emphasis on Criticism of Joel Austin's Views
Mohammad hossin kiani-

Abstract

Spirituality and religious guidance are essential duties of clergies. In addition to
elucidating Islamic thoughts, this duty also involves addressing religious and
spiritual doubts and guiding the minds of young individuals towards sublime ideas.
Among these, the thoughts of Joel Austin exemplify such doubts in the cultural
sphere of Iran. The question raised in this article is what cognitive requirements
exist in promoting spirituality with an emphasis on Joel Austin's ideas? In
confronting Austin's approach, known as "Motivational and Positive Theology,” a
focus can be placed on the cognitive aspect and utilize an analytical-critical method.
Therefore, the aim of the article is to analyze two modes of action by clerics. Firstly,
in cognitive-reactive action, "confronting incomplete interpretations of religious-
spiritual goals" and "opposing the reduction of major goals to minor issues" are
more important, as Austin distorts religious teachings based on contemporary
values. Secondly, in cognitive-imperative action, “conveying divine goals" and
"conveying theoretical-divine foundations" are significant; because on one hand, the
ultimate goal is human happiness and rectification of life matters through divine
closeness, and on the other hand, neglecting theoretical-divine foundations leads to
various challenges. In fact, for Austin, theology serves as an excuse to justify all-
encompassing efforts for worldly success. However, this perspective not only ends
in distorting divine goals but also disregards the foundations of divine theology.

Keywords
Modern spirituality, success, motivational preaching, reactive action, imperative
action.
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Moral and Spiritual Problemology of Activism and Clergy Selves in
Virtual Space
Sayyed Mohammad Kazemi Ghahfarrokhi*

Abstract

The concept of "self" as a challenging notion from the twentieth century to
the present has been discussed and examined in two spectrums of
essentialism and experientialism. The first group considers it unique, while
the second group frames it as a product of social action. With the approach
of the second type, by creating others and different scenes from their real
space, selves are changing in the virtual space. In a way that a self can
appear with different masks in various situations and platforms and have
different representations in front of diverse others. In this article, by focusing
on spirituality as one of the active participants in the virtual space, an
attempt has been made to examine and compare the ethical and spiritual
issues resulting from their transformations through semi-structured
interviews with prominent actors in this space. We used qualitative content
analysis method to answer our questions and categorized them. The issues
derived include the existential and non-existential nature of spirituality,
interaction with deviant groups as a threat and advertising opportunity, the
prohibition of self-flourishing, internal and external self-disclosure, self-
obsession, and similar matters mentioned in the interpretation in this article.

Keywords
Self, Spirituality, Ethical Issues, Spiritual Issues, Virtual Space.
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Exemplars and Successful Spiritual Figures in Spiritual Service
(The Pedagogical Dimensions of Ayatollah Ali Safaei)
Hossein Diba®

Abstract

According to religious teachings and empirical findings, modeling is one of
the most effective educational methods. Religious scholars throughout
history have sought to appear as successful spiritual models for humans
based on Islamic recommendations. One of the most successful of these
figures has been Avyatollah Safaei. This article attempts to qualitatively
explore various aspects of this modeling in Ayatollah Safaei in cognitive,
emotional, and behavioral dimensions by referring to his written works,
speeches, and memories of his companions. Ayatollah Safaei, in the
cognitive modeling aspect, after identifying personal talents and needs
through experiential discoveries, sought answers to questions from the
Quran and narrations while keeping an open mind to new ideas. By using
life lessons, he conveyed the method of contemplation through action and
workshops to his audience instead of imposing thoughts. Additionally, in
emotional and behavioral dimensions, Ayatollah, due to his consistent
theoretical and practical personality and empathy, was able to achieve great
success in educating individuals. By embracing numerous challenges in his
life without creating a victim mentality, he appeared as a successful spiritual
model during his limited lifetime.

Keywords
Master Ali Safai, model, spirituality, spiritual model, education, religious
education.
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