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Analysis of the Ethical Theory of Allameh Majlesi in the Paradigm of
Normative Ethical Theoriesand its Practical Implications
Hamzeh Ali Bahrami®, Jafar Shahnazari**, Maryamsadat Hashemi***

Abstract

Ethics is an important and essential matter for all human societies, and
various ethical theories have been proposed by Eastern and Western thinkers
and ethicists. The majority of these theories can be summarized in three
main theories: duty-based ethics, virtue ethics, and consequentialism. Islamic
scholars also have a special interest in this matter and consider the main
mission of religion to be the nurturing of individuals in the field of ethics.
One of these scholars is Allameh Muhammad Bagir Majlesi. He presents a
unique ethical theory based on divine teachings and has extensively
discussed ethics in his writings. Therefore, the question arises: What is the
ethical theory of Allameh Majlesi? How does he determine the value of
ethical actions? How does his theory align and correspond with the theories
presented in normative ethics? What practical implications does his ethical
theory entail? In response to these questions and through a research-
analytical approach by studying the works of Allameh, this research
concludes that the most innovative and creative aspect of his theory is that
his ethical theory is a synthesis that includes all three main theories of
normative ethics. Allameh considers duty-based ethics as the lowest level
and as the criterion for valuing actions based on human nature and some
intrinsic ethics. At the next level, by acquiring virtues, he introduces virtue
ethics, which ultimately seeks consequentialism and the ultimate happiness
and endless perfection, which is the divine proximity. However, the most
important practical implications of Allameh's theory cover three main
aspects of the relationship between individuals with themselves, with others,
and with the Almighty.
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