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* Abstract
"Enjoining good and forbidding evil" (al-amr bil-ma'raf wa al-nahy
‘an al-munkar) is a foundational principle in Islam, referring to the act
of inviting others toward goodness and righteousness while deterring
them from evil and wrongdoing. The central question of this study is
whether, based on the teachings of the Qur'an and Hadith, one can
develop an ethical reading of this principle in which it is interpreted as
a form of "responsible ethics” and "responsibility toward others"—
grounded in human roles, relationships, and capacities. Using a
descriptive-analytical method and library-based sources, with
particular emphasis on the Qur'an and the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt
(AS), this research examines the concept of enjoining good and
forbidding evil in the primary Islamic texts. The findings reveal that in
Qur'anic and Hadith-based ethics, while the general responsibility of
all individuals is emphasized, a moral prioritization also exists. A
person bears both a "general responsibility” toward all people and
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toward the moral state of society, as well as a "special responsibility"
arising from the specific roles or relationships they assume—
reflecting varying moral ranks and priorities. Moral responsibility is
not limited to outward actions but also encompasses beliefs, virtues,
and intentions. Human beings are accountable both for performing
certain acts (positive responsibility) and for refraining from others
(negative responsibility). Neglecting the duty of enjoining good and
forbidding evil carries extensive individual and social consequences
and may pave the way for widespread corruption.
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