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neo-Aristotelian view
European Values and Higher
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2017 Virtue and charapter in higher Carr 40
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Semantic Application of Tagwa and Zuhd in the Ethical Lifestyle of
Devoted Believers
Hosein Javadinia®

Abstract

Tagwa (piety) and zuhd (asceticism) are essential religious teachings. The
Holy Quran states that God only accepts the deeds of the God-conscious,
considering the degree of one's tagwa as the criterion for the worth of
individuals, and urging believers to increase this vital provision. Moreover,
the authentic hadith (traditions) have repeatedly referred to the concept of
zuhd. Therefore, it is essential to understand the true meaning of these two
terms and their relationship with the ethical lifestyle of devoted believers,
especially since many Persian translators of the Quran have rendered the
term tagwa as "piety" and a very small group as "self-restraint," whereas
these two translations represent completely different styles of living, only
one of which is consistent with the authoritative religious teachings. The
misinterpretation of the concept of zuhd has also added to this ambiguity. In
this research, while precisely defining these terms, we have examined the
impact of these concepts on the ethical lifestyle, and have shown that the
translation of tagwa as "piety" is not consistent with these teachings, but
tagwa as "self-restraint,” in addition to being in harmony with the correct
understanding of zuhd, is the intended meaning in the authoritative religious
teachings and a dynamic lifestyle that transforms the believing individual,
who has attained spiritual guidance, into a diligent and constructive person;
one who, while actively present in society and benefiting from its bounties,
is free and not bound by earthly attachments.

Keywords
Taqwa(Piety), sanctity ,Righteousness, Self-preservation, zuhd (Asceticism),
Lifestyle.
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Modernization of Tolerance Ethics in Dialogue with Generation Z Based
on the Theological Debates of Imam Reza (AS)
Aliyyeh Rezadad",Mina Khaluyan™

Abstract

Gentleness and tolerance are among the most crucial attributes in education,
particularly in moral and theological upbringing. Today's youth (Generation
Z), who are bombarded by various ideologies and misleading doubts,
especially through cyberspace, need new and appropriate methods of
theological and religious education more than ever. This study aims to
answer two main questions: First, what are the attributes of gentleness and
tolerance in the debates of Imam Reza (AS)? Second, how can these
attributes be modernized for the theological education of the younger
generation? Therefore, this research examines the attributes of gentleness
and tolerance in the debates of Imam Reza (AS) and aligns his strategies
with the characteristics of Generation Z to provide innovative solutions
inspired by the Razavi tradition. The findings suggest that the most
important attributes for modernizing Imam Reza's theological debates,
considering the characteristics of Generation Z, include: freely expressing
personal beliefs and feelings, a tendency towards dialogue, respecting the
beliefs and rights of others, building trust, and adhering to ethical principles.

Keywords
Imam Reza (AS), Theological Education, Modernization, Tolerance,
Generation Z.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Education, Farhangian university, Tehran, Iran
(Responsible Author). a.rezadad@cfu.ac.ir
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University, Tehran, Iran. minakhaluyan@gmail.com
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An Analysis of the Role of Interaction in Relearning Social Behaviors
Based on Religious Teachings; with Emphasis on the Modeling Method
Mohammad Fooladi Vanda*

Abstract

This study, using a theoretical, analytical approach and document analysis,
examines the role of interaction through modeling in relearning social
behaviors based on religious teachings. Islam emphasizes the priority of
ethics over all matters and bases the mission of the Prophet of Islam on it. In
an Islamic society, the goals of the educational system focus on the growth
of values and moral virtues, based on faith in God, the education of
committed individuals, and the strengthening of brotherhood and other moral
and social values. The findings of the study indicate that the modeling
method in Islamic education and interaction with enduring models in society
leads to the flourishing of innate talents, self-awareness, the pursuit of
perfection, the love of beauty, freedom, independence, and the formation of
an individual's character through modeling, model presentation, and model
elimination. In Islam, modeling and model presentation are positive
methods, while model elimination is a form of negative education. In the
positive method, the principle is "preparation and encouragement,” while the
negative approach focuses on extracting and uncovering the audience's inner
content through the removal and elimination of obstacles to growth, with the
aim of nurturing the individual's latent potential. In the first method, by
highlighting the positive characteristics of models, a kind of attraction and
affection is created, and in model elimination, by highlighting negative
characteristics, a kind of aversion is created in the individual. Therefore, in
religious teachings, unlike Sutherland's and Kersey's theories, in addition to
model elimination and the recommendation to avoid associating with bad
friends, there is an emphasis on presenting pure models and modeling and
providing guidance for associating with worthy companions and friends in
the relearning of social behaviors.

Keywords
interaction, modeling method, model creation, model presentation, model
elimination, relearning behavior.

* Associate Professor of Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute, Qom,
Iran. fooladi@iki.ac.ir



Explaining The Curriculum of Moral Education in The Second Grade
of Elementary School Based On Ibn Sina's Thoughts and Opinions
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Soroor Heydari Aghjivan®, Fereshteh Afkari*, Edris Islami

Abstract

Moral education is crucial in the structure of the educational system, as
ethics and moral upbringing form the foundation of social development. The
aim of this research was to explain the curriculum of moral education in the
upper primary school level based on the ideas and thoughts of Avicenna (Ibn
Sina). This study is applied in nature and qualitative in method. Through
qualitative content analysis, the foundations and elements of the moral
education curriculum based on Avicenna’s views were extracted. Given the
interdisciplinary nature of this program, a qualitative approach was chosen to
explore the subject. In this regard, the entire content of Avicenna’s works
"Al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat,” "Tadbir al-Manzil," and "Al-Burhan" was
studied, and sections that could be used for designing a moral education
curriculum were identified. According to the research findings, seven criteria
related to moral education in Avicenna’s ideas were identified: mastery and
self-control, guiding patience, attention to encouragement and punishment in
moral education, attainment of true perfection, balance in the faculties of the
soul, emphasis on humility in character development, and consideration of
covering faults as a moral virtue. The proposed moral education curriculum
model addresses the deficiencies in the current moral education process and
suggests suggests, that for effective moral education, from collective
education, to consider teaching as a profession. It should be used for the
pleasure of God and attention to the cognitive ability of students.

Keywords
Curriculum, Moral Education Upper Primary School, Avicenna, Content
Analysis, Mastery and Self Control.
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Design and Validation of a Virtue-Based University Model (A Mixed-
Methods Approach)
Mehdi Mosleh Germi®, Adel Zahed Babolan™, Hossein Tagavi Qarabalag™,
Ali Khaleghkhah™**

Abstract

Universities play a crucial role in the development and advancement of a country.
To help universities achieve their long-term and aspirational goals, it is essential to
design and validate a virtue-based university model. The present study aimed to
design and validate such a model. This research employed a mixed-methods
approach (qualitative-quantitative). In the qualitative phase, the research
population included articles related to virtue-based universities published between
2013 and 2024 for domestic studies and between 2007 and 2023 for international
studies. A total of 48 articles were selected for the final analysis. In the
quantitative phase, the statistical population comprised graduate students (Master's
and PhD) in the humanities in Ardabil, from which a sample of 281 individuals
was selected using Cochran's formula through simple random sampling. The
qualitative section utilized the seven-step method of Sandelowski and Barroso
(2007), while the quantitative section employed a researcher-developed
questionnaire. The findings identified 61 indicators of a virtue-based university
model categorized into seven components: managerial and leadership factors,
group and inter-organizational relations, individual-centric virtue factors,
achievement orientation and research focus, structure-centric factors in promoting
virtue, virtue-based cultural development, and interaction-centric virtue. The
validity of the designed model was assessed and confirmed through factor analysis
using Smart PLS3 software. The results of this study can assist higher education
officials and administrators in identifying the characteristics of a virtue-based
university and in fostering virtue within universities, enhancing their effectiveness.

Keywords
university, virtue-based university, design and validation, mixed-methods
research.
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The Qur'anic Approach to Resolving Ethical Conflicts in the Ethics of
Struggle and Resistance Through the Teachings of the Prophets

Fatemeh Moin al-Dini*, Sayyed Ali Akbar Hosseini Ramandi™, Nasser
Nourmohammadi*™*

Abstract

The ethics of struggle and resistance, aimed at upholding human rights and
values, has played a pivotal role throughout history. However, this critical
domain has always been accompanied by challenges. One of the most
significant challenges is the occurrence of ethical conflicts within this realm.
This study, employing a descriptive and analytical approach, is based on the
hypothesis that by referring to the teachings of the Prophets, a justified and
ethical resolution to these conflicts can be derived. The findings of the
research indicate that one of the most significant ethical conflicts in the
ethics of struggle is the conflict of interests and values. In resolving the
conflict of inflexibility towards the enemy and the resultant impact on the
front of the struggle (economic sanctions, character defamation), these
impacts should not be seen as a reason for flexibility towards the enemy.
Another conflict related to interests is the issue of dividing spoils and
focusing on strategic goals, which is addressed by prioritizing divine
commands and obedience to leadership to resolve this ethical conflict. The
conflict between opposing the polytheism of one's parents and respecting
them is among the conflicts in values. In this regard, the Prophets, in the
presence of a threat from close relatives, would invite them to faith with
compassion and without disrespect, and in the absence of such a threat, they
would confront them. Another conflict in values is the conflict between
preserving life and opposing oppression. To resolve this conflict, according
to the teachings of the Prophets, prioritizing the struggle against oppression
is considered obligatory in divine religions.

Keywords
Ethics, Struggle, Resistance, Ethical Conflict, Teachings, Prophets.
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